LIBERTY RANCH
WATER SUPPLY OUTLOOK FOR 2022
EMERGENCY WATERING RESTRICTIONS
Many customers in the Liberty Ranch subdivision contact the District
offices each spring with questions regarding the upcoming year’s irrigation
season. “When are you starting the system?” “How much water is available?”
“Are there going to be restrictions?” “Are the rates going increase?” These are
all valid questions, and to put it in perspective, we need to look at your usage
patterns over the last 2 years.
Your irrigation water is not treated and is supplied by a local irrigation
ditch company. This is the main reason your irrigation water rates are less than
your domestic or treated water. As of last year, your domestic water was
$4.20/1000 gallons, and your irrigation water was $2.50/1000 gallons. Typically,
one does not tend to conserve water a rate of $2.50/1000 gallons. A % quota of
water is set by The Highland Ditch Company each year. This year’s quota was set
at a level we have not seen in 20 years due to Colorado’s extreme drought. A
typical quota could yield around 16 million gallons for your neighborhood’s
irrigation needs; however, this year may only yield 6 million gallons! With these
figures in mind, Liberty Ranch customers used approximately 18 million gallons
of water during both 2020 and 2021 irrigation seasons. The math is simple, and
you will be required to conserve water this irrigation season. The District has
supplemented treated water from time to time in past years for irrigation needs
and has done so since April of this year. However, treated water will need to be
conserved as well from this point forward.
The District’s Board of Directors have decided that our customers will need
to conserve their water, both domestic and irrigation for 2022.
Beginning May 23, your irrigation water rates will initially be set at
$2.50/1000 gallons for the first 8,000 gallons/month. Any usage over 8,000
gallons/month will be billed at $10.00/1000 gallons. We will monitor this closely
each month. This rate is subject to change depending upon water usage,
availability, and conservation. If the District does not see a considerable amount
of conservation over the next billing period, further rate increases can be
expected. Also, once the pond is empty, there will be no more water available for
irrigation purposes. Longs Peak Water District has no control over these extreme
drought conditions.
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